
CHAPTER YIII 

'l'HE SP A~I IB-AM:ERICAJ."\T WAR 

O"GTBREAK OF THE PAXI H-Al\lERI Ai"\! WAR-THE CALL FOR 
YOL XTEER · OLORADO' ' Q OT A-M:OBILIZATIOX OF THE 
COLORADO XATIOXAL GUARD AT CA1\1P AD.ill -'GXI'l' A...."'\-U 

TATIO)l OF THE 1 T AXD 2XD REGil\IEXT OF I~FA.."\TTRY, 
COLORADO )1ATIOXAL GUARD. ON .APRIL 27TH. 1 9 -ORG N­
IZATIOX OF THE 1 T COLORADO IXFA....'\TRY. U . . YOL NTEERS­
DEPAR'l' RE FROM: DE~\TER A..'l"D ARRIVAL IN A.."\! FRA..'\CI CO­
CA:J1P :JIEHRITT-DEP ARTURE FOR THE PHILIPPIXE ISLANDS­
INCIDEX'l'' OF THE YOYAGE-ARRIYAL AT MANILA. 

The blowing up of the battle hip l\Iaine in HaYana harbor on February 
15, 1 9 . made \Yar behveen the nited tate and pain ineYitable. and when 
on April 19. 1 9 . the Congre of the "Cnited tate pa ed re. olution con­
demning the act and the intolerable conditions in Cuba and directed the Pre i­
dent to u e the entire land and naYal force. of the nited tate. to compel the 

pani ·h goYernment to relinqui h it authority oYer Cuba. pain immediately 
enrecl diplomatic relation with the nited tate ·. On April 2-!th war wa 

formally declared by pain. and on April 2- 1 9 . the enate and Ilou e of 
Repre entatiYe of the "Cnitecl State pa sedan act declaring that '''ar exi ted 
between the - nited tate and the kingdom of pain ince April 21, 1 9 . 

On April 22nd Congre authorized the Pre ·ident to increa e temporarily 
the military e tabli hment of the nited tate by a call for Yohmteer. _ Ac­
cordingly on April 23rd Pre ident :JicKinley i. ued a call for one hundred and 
twenty-fh·e thou and Yolunteer to erYe for a period of two year unle ooner 
cli charged. 'olorado '. quota wa. fir. t fixed at one regiment of infantry and 
one light battery of artillery. Later. two troop of caYalry were nbstitnted for 
the battery of artillery. 

'fhe telegram from the ecretary of War to the GoYernor of olorado. 
dated April 25. 1 9 . pecifying the tate' quota. contained the further pro­
Yision that "It is the wi. h of the pre ident that the regiment of the national 
guard and tate militia hall be u eel a far a their number ''"ill permit for 
the rca ·on that they are armed. equipped and drilled." In compliance with 
the wi . he. of the pre ident. GoYeTnor .Aha Adams on April 27. 1 9 . clirected 
the mobilization of the Xational Guard of Colorado in the following order 

General OrdeT. i 
Xo. 66 ~ 

tate of Colorado 
.L\..cljutant General' Office. 
Dennr, ApTil 'n, 1 9 . 

I. In compliance with the order of the ecretary of war. dated \Ya hing­
ton D. C .. April 25. 1 9 , based upon the proclamation of the pre. ident of the 
United tate. , under date of April 22, 1 9 . calling for one hundred and 
twenty-fiye thou and Yolnnteers to ene for the perio l of two ~· ear . unless 
ooner discharged. for the purpose of enforcing the proYisions of a resolution 

pa. secl by the congress of the 'Gnited 'tate . . calling upon the O'OYernment of 
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Spain to eYacuate Cuba, on account of the many outrage.' perpetrated on the 
inhabitants of that Island. and the de truction of the battleship }faine, . aid 
order pecifying as the quota of the state of Colorado one regiment of infantry 
and two troop of cavalry, the National Guard of olorado. excepting Chaffee 
Light Artillery. will be mobilized in the city of Denver on Friday, April 29, 
1 9 , to enable the member to Yolunteer for mu ter into the . enice of the 

nitcd tates. 

IL Th e encampment in DenYer will be located northeast of City park, on 
the ea t ide of Colorado bouleYard. bet\\-een Tw enty-fifth and T'>enty- ixth 
aYenue . 

IIL l pon arrival at the camp above specified, commanding officer s will 
report with their commands to Brigadier General lrYing Hale. commanding 
Fir. t Brigade. National Guard of Colo. 

IY. The Quarterma ter' Department will furnish the necessary trans­
portation. 

\ . The traYel enjoined i. necessary for the public ervice. 
By command of Governor Adams, 

Official: 
Wm. R. Grove, 
A i tant Adjutant General. 

Ca iu :Jf. :Jlo e. , 
Adjutant General. 

At this time the infantry of th e Colorado ~ational Guard was organized 
and tationed a follow : 

FIRST L F.L'ITRY 

Regimen tal H eaclquarters--Denver, Colo. 
Band-Dem·er, Colo. 
Company A-Denver, Colo. 
Company B-Denver Colo. 
Company C-Longmont, Colo. 
Company D-Greeley, Colo. 
Company E-Denver, Colo. 
Company F-Denver. Colo. 
Company H-Boulder. Colo. 
Company K-Denver Colo. 

SECOND I).l°FA TRY 

Regimental Heaclquarters--Pueblo, Colo. 
Company A-Lake City, Colo. 

ompany B-Pueblo. Colo. 
Company C-Pueblo. Colo. 
Company E-Leadville Colo. 
Company F-Leadville, Colo. 

ompany G-Cripple Creek 
C'ompany II-Colorado prings 

Promptly upon receipt of the order for mobilization all of the above com­
panie. were concentrated in Denver on April 29, 1 9 . at "Camp Aha Adam , " 
and the work of organization and muster in to the Federal service wa. begun. 
Tnasmuth a. the call was for one regiment of infantry only, it became nece. sary 
to consolidate the Fir>:t and 'econd Regiments of Infantr~-, Colorado National 
Guard. to form the Fir t Colorado Infantr• l nited State. \ olunteer. . 'fhi 
was effected a follow : · ' 
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Companies of the 
1st Colorado Volunteers Old Organization 

Company Officers Companies I Regiment Home 
Station 

Band Chief Musician H. T. Irvine Band 1st Jnfantry Denver 

Capt. John S. Stewart 
Company A lst Lt. W. F. Doertenbacb B 2nd Infantry Pue blo 

2nd Lt. S. E. Thomas 

Capt. F . W. Carroll 
Company B lst Lt. C. B. Lewis B 1st Infantry Denver 

2nd Lt. Chas. Hoope r 

Capt. E. E. Booth 
Company C 1st Lt. W. H. Sweeney, Jr. c 2nd Infantry Pueblo 

2nd Lt. W. P. Bidwell 

Capt. J. A. Taylor 
Company D 1st Lt. Geo. Borstadt D 1st Infantry Greeley 

2nd Lt. A. J. Luther 

Capt. Kyle Rucker 
Company E 1st Lt. C. W. Lothrop E 1st Infantry Denve r 

2nd Lt. Rice \\ . Means 

Capt. G. R. Comings 
Company F 1st Lt. C. S. Houghwout F 2nd Infantry Leadville 

2nd Lt. Willard Riggs 

Capt. D. P. Howard 
CompanyG 1 t Lt. T. C. Brown G '.lnd Infantry Crippl e Creek 

2nd Lt. W. P. Burke 

Capt. Chas. D. Eastman 
Company H 1st Lt. Chas. H. Wilcox H 1st Infantry Boulder 

2nd Lt. F. L. Perry 

Capt. Wm. R. Grove 
Company I 1st Lt. Chas. H. Hilton F 1st Infantry Den,·er 

2nd Lt. Cha . 0 . Zollars 

Capt. \\. A. Corne ll 
Company K l t Lt. W. J. Vannice K 1st Infantry Denver 

2nd Lt. R. B. Liste r 

Capt. D. LaSalle 
Company L 1st Lt. C. F. O'Kee fe E 2nd Infantry Leadvill e 

2nd Lt. F. Ballou 

Capt. C. C. Spicer Colorado 
CompanyM 1st Lt. C. H . Sleep er I H 2nd Infantry 

I 
Springs 

2nd Lt. J . H. Gowdy 
--

The field and staff officer of the Yolunteer regiment 'wre as follm1·.-: 

Jrying Hale, Colonel, commanding r egiment. 
Henry B. "JicCoy, Lieutenant Colonel. 
Ca. iu "JI. "Jfo e . "Jiajor. 
Charle H. Anderson. ~Iajor. 

Jayton Parkhill, Maj or , 'urgeon. 
L. H. Kemble, Captain, A. t. Surgeon. 
Charle. E. Locke, 1 t Lt.. A. .. t. Surgeon. 
A. Mc. D. Brooks. 1st Lt.. \.djutant. 
\Ym. B. 'a"-~· er , 1st Lt.. Qnarternrn ter. 
DaYid L. Fleming. Captain. Chaplain. 
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It was inevitable that in the con olidation of the two regiment of fifteen 
companies to form one of twelve companie many problems would ari e with re-
pect to the as ignment of officers to the variou taff po itions and companie , 

and de pite every effort on the part of Governor Adam and Adjutant General 
Mo e to make an equitable adju tment of the officer per onnel, ome dissati fac­
tion wa expr e ed. Company A 1 t Infantry, of Dem·er, feeling that it 
officers had not been fairly dealt with, declined to be mu tered in a a unit or a 
part of a unit. However everal indindual member of the company volunteered 
for ervice. and were mu tered in with other companie . Company , 1 t 
Infantry, of Longmont, which wa slated to become Company I of the volun­
teer regiment, al o expre eel di ati faction at the a ianment of its officer per­
sonnel and refu ed to be mu tered in. A in the ca. e of Company A, how­
ever, many of its individual members were mustered in with other companie . 

'l'he enli ted men of Company A, 2nd Infantry, Lake City, were trans­
ferred to Companie F and L of the new regiment. ActiYe recruitina wa 
instituted, and in a Yery short time all unit of the regiment had reached the 
required trength for mu ter in to the federal ervice. Officer and men under­
went a rigid phy ical examination, and tho e that finally pa eel the close scrutiny 
of the medical officer were a fit a body of men as bad eYer entered the ervice 
of the United State . To quote from a new paper of the day ' Colorado ent 
out a regiment perhap the healthiest in the field and ''ho e losse by disease did 
not nearly equal tho e of other regiment in the ame field of operation. '' 

The actual muster in to the service of the United States wa accompli bed at 
Camp Alva .A.clam by May , 1 9 , Captain E. F. Willcox, 6th U. avalry 
being the mu tering officer. The trength of the regiment at mu ter in wa -±6 
officer and 970 enli ted men. 

The training of the regiment had commenced a oon a the fir t companie 
had arrived at Camp Adam , and although 
omewhat interrupted by hea\3' rain . the 

preparation for muster in, and outfitting, 
Colonel Hale was in i tent upon the 
thorough training of all individual and 
units. The re ults of thi policy were not 
long in manifesting them elve , and when 
on May 14th the regiment paraded in Den­
ver to receive a ilk national color from the 

ociety of the on of the American ReYo­
lution, many favorable comment were made 
on the training and di cipline of the organ­
ization. Again quoting from a new. paper 
of the day, " It wa a ·urpri e to tbe people 
to ee what a fine regiment Colonel Hale 
has made up from the :.\'ational Guard and 
the new recruit . '' 

Immediately aftel' mu ter in the regi­
ment was divided into three battalion. of 
four Companie each. The companie of the 
re pective battalion were not arranged 
alphabetically a the case today, but 

Colonel , 1st Colo. Inf., U. S. V., 
May 1, to Aug. 12, 1 9 , Brig. Gen. 
U. S. V., Aug. 13, 1 9 , to Oct. 1, 

1 99. 
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"'ere arranged in a more or le ~s haphazard fa8hion, and the following doggel'el 
wa deYi ·eel in order that officer. and men conkl memorize the arrangement of 
the companies by battalion : 

Frn T BATTALION: ( I. K, C, D Companie 

Iberian 
Kite 
Come 
Dm\n 

'ECOKD BATTALIOX: (A, G, E, and F Companie 

All 
Greenie. 
Eat 
Fast 

THIRD BATTALION: (L. B, :JI, and H Companie ) 

Lat 
Battalion 
:Jfoye 
Ha tily 

The Battalion. \Tere c:ommanclecl re. pec:tiYely by Lieutenant olonel H . B . 
.McCoy, ::'lfajor C. ::'IL ::\fo:e , and ~fajor 'has. Anderson. 

Th e u. ual . tock of "grapeYin e" rumors a to the ultimate destination of 
the regiment pen-acled the camp at a U times, and it wa · generally under ·tood 
that Cuba wa to furnish the future fields of glory for Colorado 's ons. In 
fact the following telegram was receind by the GoYernor on ::\fay th: 

W a hington, )fay 7, 1 9 . 

Ah-a Adam., GoYernor of the tate of Colorado: 
It i the intention to order to Camp George H. Thoma . Chickamauga 

Xational Park, Georgia, the regiment of infantry called for from your tate 
a soon a it ·hall be completely equipped. Report when regiment will be 
ready; al ·o any ·ub equent change in date a to when it will be ready. 

R. A. Alger. Secretary of War. 

This order wa . ubsequently changed, and on 1\fay 13th the Colorado regi­
ment was ordered to proceed to San Franci co. California, en route to the 
Philippine I land .. 

The departure of the regiment from DenYer "IYa a memorable occa ion, 
and it would be well right bere to let Arthur ' . John on. a newspaper man 
and a member of Company E, tell the . tory of the deparhlre and of the trip 
to 'an Franci co. and the ub equent Yoyage to the Philippine I land : 

"On the morning of the 17th of ~fay, Camp Adam wa razed and at pre­
ci ely noon that newly born aggregation of fighter:. beaded by it regimental 
band and e cortecl b:--· the caYalry troop . marched through the busine . treet 
of Denyer to the rnion Depot where four lon g train . waited to take the hu ky 
warrior of mountain and plain OYer the fir. t stage of their length~· journey 
to the field of battle. It was an au ·piciou. da?, perfect OYerhead and under­
foot. and a Ya t throng of thousand: sent up it. huzza. . aid it . good-bye and 
wi heel God- peed to the men. 



OFFICERS OF THE li'l'I' COLORADO INJ<'ANTRY, U. S. V., 
al Camp Merritt, San Francisco, Calif., .June, 1898, pri or Lo departure for the Philippine Islands. 
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''After a jolly trip through mountains and acros desert, the four train 
ections bearing the 10:!0 enli ted men and 46 officer of the regiment wung 

into beautiful alifornia and landed their pa enger s at Oakland on the foggy 
morning of :May 21st. On that day Camp Hale. the Colorado part of the big 
military city Camp ~Ierritt was establi bed. 

''The hungry travel-worn companie which marched off the Oakland 
ferry into San Franci co met a r eception which they will never forget. The 
ladie of the Red 'r o ociety u hered them without delay to table groaning 
with palatable andwiche and delicious coffee. California flower were 
showered on the surpri ed, but delighted men, and they were loaded down 
with California fruit. Far from home and among trangers, it was an ovation 
they were not looking for, but it wa only the initial in tallment of the fine 
treatment dealt out by the big hearted Californians to the oldier boy . All 
along the line of march to Camp l\ferritt the men received cheer and compli­
ment which fairly dazzled them. 

' For nearly three weeks the ibley tent of the Colorado men were one 
of the big featur of Camp l\ferritt. and carcely a Yi itor cared to leave 
without looking on the camp- tained canva and the men who had een more 
oldier ervice than any Yolunteer organization in the encampment, having 
erved in two State campaign , namely, again t the triking miner of Cripple 

Creek and Leadville. The latter campaign had been carried on in the dead of 
winter and in bitter cold cloudland. Perhaps it wa their record of experience 
which won for the Colorado men ·ome of the best plaudits of the people of 

an Franci co or perhap it wa their pectacular kirmish drill which took 
place on Pre idio hill every afternoon under the command of Col. Irving Hale. 
The Coloradans were the first to practice true war drilling for the benefit of 
them elve and, incidentally for the edification of the admirers of perfect mili­
tary tactic among the an Franci can . 

"The 1 t Colorado Inf. had been among tho e chosen to leave for the 
Philippine on the fir t tran ·port expedition. but a delay in raih-oad tran porta­
tion lo t them that place. and they were lated for the next expedition to leave 
after their arriYal. The regiment po se sed what very few of the other regi­
ment camping in 'an Franci co po e ed, namely a complete campaign 
equipment. EYery man in the command wa fully and correctly uniformed, 
and every article required by r egulation wa on hand down to the malle t 
pill in the medical di pen ary. 

" During the stay in San Franci co, the first promotion was made. l\faj. 
Clayton Parkhill of the medical department wa. relieved from duty with the 
regiment and placed in charge of dutie in the Department of the Pacific and 
th Army Corp , which made him almo t the highe t ranking ur.,.eon of 

-volunteer. in the department. He wa afterward transferred to Cuba. The 
po ition -vacated by Maj. Parkhill wa filled by the appointment of Capt. Loni 
H. Kemble. Thi ad-vanced Lieut. . E. Locke to a captaincy. After pa ing 
the required examination, Private David D. Thornton of the Ho pital Corps 
wa made Lieutenant- 'urgeon. 

'' The regiment '' tay in San Franci co wa addened by the death of ergt. 
Neil SulliYan of Company H, who uccumbed to spinal meningiti . 

"The long-expected day of embarking for l\fanila turned out to be June 
14th. Camp wa truck at daybreak and the march to the wharve of the 
Pacific Mail teamship Company commenced. The line of march wa warming 
with thou and of well-wisher . By 5 o'clock in the afternoon bag and baggage 



Colorado In!ant17,U. s. V •• 

'fh• s.s.Ohillll - Tran•port that ca.rrhd. the tot. ~~P·I:.:·:.-·~~-----.. 

SCl!JNES AT CAMP MERRITT, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, AND OF THE S. S. CHINA, 
Prior to Departure of the 1st Colorado lnfantry Volunteers for the Philippine Islands, June, 1898. 
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had been loaded aboard the teamer China, the la··t case of hardtack of the six 
month ·' ·upply had been stowed in the hold and the last man had climbed 
aboard. .Amid lu. t.r cheering from a dockful of friends the big teamer dropped 
into the . tream and anchored for the night, to wait for the ' nator, Colon and 
Z ealan!lia . which 'Yere to accompany the expedition. The next afternoon at ten 
minute after one it seemed a if ever·y steam whi. tle on bore and in the harbor 
would bur ·t its YalYe a. the fleet co~menced to moYe, the Chi1w .. de ignated a 
the flagship of the expedition, in the lead. On board her be ide the full Colorado 
Regiment 'wre detachments of the 1 th U. S . Inf. and the tah Light Artillery. 
Brigadier-General Franci. Y. Greene, who commanded the expedition, " ·a 
quartered with hi: taff aboard the same ve sel. On the Senator, Colon and 
Z ealandia "·ere the 1 t .0Jebraska Yo!. Inf.. 10th P enn. ylvania Yol. Inf.. a portion 
of the 1 th L'. S. Inf. of Regular . part of the 23d U. ' .Inf. and the remainder of 
the U tab Art. 

' Gen. :Jferritt in Command of all the Philippine expedition. rode alongside 
the China on a tug to the Golden Gate. where he bouted good-bye amid the 
boomin()' of the Pre:iclio cannon . alute . 

"The . ea expedition, of " ·hich the 1st Col. Vol. Inf. wa the leading organ iza­
tion, will be pa .. eel down in hi tor.r records a a daring undertaking . uccesidully 
carried out. The fleet bad no convoy and passed fairly into the ho. tile tenitory 
of the Laclrone and Caroline I lands with all the boldne · of armored battle'lh i ps. 
It "as believed among the leading official on the tran port a. an ab olute fact 
that sewral 'pani h gunboat. were ·onring the Pacific in the neighborhood of 
the e i lands in the hope of intercepting oldier tran port to the Philippines . 
.After pas ·in"' Honolulu. a conference ''"a held and it wa decided to give the. e 
gunboat· a fight for their prey in ca e they bowed up. The guns of the l'tah 
Battery were mounted on the deck of the vessels and on the China an immen · 
wooden target was constructed. On seYeral ucce ·ive clays the fleet la~- to, the 
target "-a . et afloat and advantageou · helling practice wa indulged in. The 
infantrymen were i uecl ammunition and al. o allowed to practice on imaginary 
gun boats. But the cruise "as uneventful a far a: ho. tile operation: " ·ent. 
The troops were landed for a big free dinner and bath at Ilonolulu . on June 
'.?3cl and 24th, "bile the big hips received coal. The journey wa. resumed on 
the 25th. On July 4th the China topped at Wake I. land and allo,Yed Gen. 
Greene, Col. Hale and a party of the officer. to go a. bore and plant the 'Cnitec1 

tates flag. 

"On July 5th. \Valter W. \Vise, drummer in tbe regimental band. died of 
pinal meningitis and wa. buried at . ea. 

' A the bright morning :un lit up the Pacific on the morning July 15th, 
the bore · of Luzon. green and hand ome. emerged from tbe haze. ..At noon on 
that dav came the crv "ve sel ahead". There wa. con ternation at first at the 
thought that it might.be a pani b gunboat, but it turned to joy "-hen the nitecl 

tate cruiser B ogfon swung along ·ide and brought word that all was well where 
Dewey was. _.\s the China peel on. leaving the Boston to conYey the other three 
ve . el to :Jianila. the clespatche were eagerly read. They told of ho"· Cen-era '. 
fleet bad been totally annihilated an l other interesting bit of new:. Plunk! 
"-ent the Chi1Ui'. anchor on the afternoon of July 16th and the expedition ,yai;; 

afe in .Jfanila Bay, and, among a "'hole fleet of nited State: 'rnr Ye .. els and 
tran ·ports. and long journey wa. done. 'l'hat night the . hot of in ·urgent and 
Spani h battle. could plainly be heard on hipboard. 

"On July 1 th the regiment et foot on the oil which it wa. to take so im­
portant a part in conquering. Two train of huge ca coe , towed by captured 
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p:mi h launcbe , carried the men. "l>eighted do\\-n 'Yi th blankets. canteen ·, am­
munition and equipment for a full-fledged campaiO'n, from the steamer aero· 
the bay to the bore of Camp De"l>ey. A night ettled clo"l>n the men waded 
"l>ai t deep up the long beach, to1'ecl their accountrement. on the ground, and 
returned to wade in after . upplie . Supper of hardtack and canned roa t beef 
was erYecl about 10 o'clock, and the regiment bunked for the night on helter 
tent pread on the ()'round in. tead of being rai:ed. A driYing, oaking rain 
came on and reveille arou eel a field of thoroughly wetted and bedraggled men. 
They realized that oldiering in the Philippine had already begun for them. 
But the bright sun brought dr:·ne. s' .1 

1 See page 461, Appe ndix G. 




